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HOLLYWOOD - What to
do between parts is a problem
that has long plagued actors.
Some just loll around, feet
dangling in the pool. Some
write, some paint, some sim-
ply bite their nails, worrying
about when and where the
next job will come. :

Larey Linville, after he left
“M.A.S.H." solved the prob-
lem neatly. While waiting for
something good to come along.
he built an airplane. .

It wasn't as remote a project
as you might at first imagine.
Linville does have his pilot's li-
cense and has flown. And he
has had some engineering ex-
perience; so he knows what
he’s doing when he starts fig-
uring stresses and loading fac-
tors. .

Still, it isn’t something every
actor does. He says it was fun,
and it kept him occupied and,
besides, now he has a plane. It
is not a propeller-driven ari-
craft, however. .-

“It’s a tailless glider,” Lin-
ville says. “And it's all made
out of lightweight materials. [
hope to test it our soon and, if
it works, maybe I'll market it
in kit form."”

He says that building a plane

i dielielieiiofie

Faguily Hq_‘_,ﬂ-_ﬁ_‘_. Deteber J4, W18, |

e
T LT v

Family iLeisure” TV: News

Larry Linville Built
Plane Between Parts

was something he always p2
wanted to do. And, fortunately

for him, his wife was very in-

terested in the project, too. In
fact. he says that she did
somewhere around 50 percent
of the work.

“The next thing we'll do.”

he says, “‘is maybe build a
monoplane, or some other
type-of real, power-driven air-
craft. My two brothers are
both pilots, who live in Sacra-
mento, and I might build a
piané for them to fly.”

But it could be a long time

between jobs for Larry Linville
now. He's signed on to play
Jack Albertson’s son, a two-
star general, in Albertson’s
new NBC series, “Grandpa
Goes to Washington.” .
Linville was, for five years,

Major Frank Burns on
“MAS.H." The part was one
of the great characterizations
in recent TV history. So great,
in fact, that it caused the inev-
itable problem after Linville
left the series.

He left, he says, purely out
of boredom. i

“After five years,” he says,
“we were beginning to repeat
things. I found myself playing
the same scenes with Hot

~Lips, the_ same scenes with

Hawkeye, the same scenes
with Radar. I had to leave so I
could do something new.”

But he had made such an in-
delible impression as Frank
Burns that it was almost im-
possible for him to find work
for a while. He says he could
have worked — he was offered
parts on “The Love Boat,”

playing a dumb Army officer
accompanied by a tough blond
— but he realized that was
just the show’s attempt to cash
in on the Burns-Hot Lips char-
acters:

“So I said, no thanks,” he
says, “and I went down lo the
hangar and worked on my glid-
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er.

When the part in “Grandpa
Goes to Washington™ was of-
fered to him, he at first almost
rejected it out of hand. That
was because the character was
in uniform, and he thought
that it, too, was an attempt to
bring back Frank Burns with
another name.

“‘But Kelly — that's the
name of the man [ play —
isn't at all like Burns,” Lin-
ville says. **‘Burns was a carica-
ture, while this man is real.”

Kelly, is”a general, but the
diflerence goes beyond rank.
Linville says that he is playing
General ‘Kelly completely dif-
ferently from the way he
played Major Burns,

This man is, he says, a liv-
ing, breathing human being,
not an exaggerated cartoon.

Linville says that, after
“M.AS.H," there were only a
very few things offered to him
that he bothered with. Qne
was a guest role in *“The Rock-
ford Files,” ‘with James Gar-
ner, which had him and Gar-
ner together for most of the
hour, :

But, far and away, most
parls offered to him were
copies of Frank Burns. So he
just turned his back on them,
went to the hangar with his
wife, worked on the plane and
waited. : .

He says his wife, the daugh-
ter of an Air Force colonel, al-
ways 'loved tools as a child,
but her father said tools were
for boys, and she should play
with dolls. But when they got
married, he says, he said it
was OK for her to play with
tools — "“and she is a whiz"” —
and he often gives her power
tools for presents. .
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